Application No. 10/765,594 Docket No.: 04970/0200827-US0 

Amendment dated December 29, 2005 
After Final Office Action of October 3, 2005 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A coupling structure, comprising: 
a shaft body: 

a shaft joint including an engagement groove with which the shaft body is engaged, a 
shaft joint body with two bores facing the engagement groove, and a locking body press-fitted into 
one of the bores; and 

a coupling shaft for coupling the shaft body and the shaft joint by being inserted into 
the bores and locked with the locking body, 

the shaft joint further including: 

a regulating tongue for regulating movement of the shaft body; 

a plate body having a support e d portion e xt e nding from a curved portion of a plate 
body and support e d b e tw ee n the locking body and th e shaft joint body ; and 

a plate body having a proj e ction proj e cting from th e supported portion extending 
from the curved portion of the plate body, superposed between surfaces of the locking body and the 
shaft joint body, and having a projection , 

wherein at l e ast one of the shaft joint body and the locking body has a recessed 
portion into which the projection is fitted. 

2. (Currently amended) The coupling structure of a shaft body and a shaft joint 
according to Claim 1, wherein the projection has hardness higher than hardness of at least one of the 
shaft joint body and the locking body. 
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3. (Currently amended) The coupling structure of a shaft body and a shaft joint 
according to Claim 2, wherein the projection is made of spring steel with hardness higher than 
hardness of at least one of the shaft joint body and the locking body. 

4. (Currently amended) The coupling structure of a shaft body and a shaft joint 
according to Claim 3, wherein the projection is formed by providing a through bore of the supported 
portion with kerfs and bending a partial piece between the kerfs. 

5. (Currently amended) The coupling structure of a shaft body and a shaft joint 
according to Claim 2, wherein the projection is formed of a material with hardness not higher than 
hardness of at least one of the shaft joint body and the locking body, and the hardness of the 
projection is made higher than hardness of at least one of the shaft joint body and the locking body 
by applying surface treatment. 

6. (Currently amended) The coupling structure of a shaft body and a shaft joint 
according to Claim 5, wherein the projection is formed by providing a through bore of the supported 
portion with kerfs and bending a partial piece between the kerfs. 

7. (Currently amended) The coupling structure of a shaft body and a shaft joint 
according to Claim 2, wherein the projection is formed by providing a through bore of the supported 
portion with kerfs and bending a partial piece between the kerfs. 
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8. (Currently amended) The coupling structure of a shaft body and a shaft joint 
according to Claim 1, wherein the projection is formed by providing a through bore of the supported 
portion with kerfs and bending a partial piece between the kerfs. 

9. (Currently amended) The coupling structure of a shaft body and a shaft joint 
according to claim 2, wherein the projection is formed of a material having a first hardness less than 
or equal to a hardness of at least one of the shaft joint body and the locking bod y, the hardness of 
the projection is increased to a second hardness greater than the hardness of at least one of the shaft 
joint body and the locking body by applying a surface treatment. 

10. (New) A coupling structure, comprising: 
a shaft body: 

a shaft joint including an engagement groove with which the shaft body is engaged, a 
shaft joint body with two bores facing the engagement groove, and a locking body press-fitted into 
one of the bores; and 

a coupling shaft for coupling the shaft body and the shaft joint by being inserted into 
the bores and locked with the locking body, 

the shaft joint further including: 

a regulating tongue for regulating movement of the shaft body; 
a plate body having a curved portion; and 



{W:\04970\0200827usO\00598272.DOC IIIIIlilllillillBDiniliy } 

4 



Application No. 10/765,594 Docket No.: 04970/0200827-US0 

Amendment dated December 29, 2005 
After Final Office Action of October 3, 2005 

a supported portion extending from the curved portion of the plate body, superposed 
between surfaces of the locking body and the shaft joint body, and having a projection, 

wherein both the shaft joint body and the locking body have a recessed portion into 
which the projection is fitted. 

11. (New) The coupling structure according to Claim 10, wherein the projection 
has hardness higher than hardness of at least one of the shaft joint body and the locking body. 

12. (New) The coupling structure according to Claim 11, wherein the projection 
is made of spring steel with hardness higher than hardness of at least one of the shaft joint body and 
the locking body. 

13. (New) The coupling structure according to Claim 12, wherein the projection 
is formed by providing a through bore of the supported portion with kerfs and bending a partial 
piece between the kerfs. 

14. (New) The coupling structure according to Claim 11, wherein the projection 
is formed of a material with hardness not higher than hardness of at least one of the shaft joint body 
and the locking body, and the hardness of the projection is made higher than hardness of at least one 
of the shaft joint body and the locking body by applying surface treatment. 
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15. (New) The coupling structure according to Claim 14, wherein the projection 
is formed by providing a through bore of the supported portion with kerfs and bending a partial 
piece between the kerfs. 

16. (New) The coupling structure according to Claim 11, wherein the projection 
is formed by providing a through bore of the supported portion with kerfs and bending a partial 
piece between the kerfs. 

17. (New) The coupling structure according to Claim 10, wherein the projection 
is formed by providing a through bore of the supported portion with kerfs and bending a partial 
piece between the kerfs. 

18. (New) The coupling structure according to Claim 11, wherein the projection 
is formed of a material having a first hardness less than or equal to a hardness of at least one of the 
shaft joint body and the locking body, the hardness of the projection being increased to a second 
hardness greater than the hardness of at least one of the shaft joint body and the locking body by 
applying a surface treatment. 
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